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Introduction 
As part of our commitment as a College that cares for the environment and recognises the 
central importance of natural sustainability and as a part of our ongoing engagement with the 
ResourceSmart Program, the ResourceSmart Committee felt that it was important to produce a 
master plan that has the protection and enhancement of biodiversity as its core mission. This sits 
alongside the Cornish College Master Plan to ensure that planned and future developments align 
with the College’s values as a school that educates for a sustainable, thriving future and that we 
are doing our part in a world where the realities of climate change are already being felt.

We are releasing this plan to engage with our community - we would love to hear your feedback 
and about the why, the how, and the when.

Cornish College ResourceSmart Committee
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Acknowledgement of 
Country
We acknowledge the Traditional Owners, the people of the 
Kulin Nation, as the original custodians of this land who have 
lived here for thousands of years. 

We respect their relationship with the land and are committed 
to caring for this place and those who come here now and in 
the future.

It is for these reasons that we wish to formalise and develop a 
plan that will demonstrate our care for this place.

Figure 1: Map of EVCs from Naturekit - Map Query 65 Riverend Road

Biodiversity History of our 100 Acres
As part of the Gippsland Plain Bioregion there are remnants of two Ecological Vegetation 
Classifications (EVC) within our boundaries and the north-west corner has been identified as having  
a strategic biodiversity value ranking of 83, while the majority of the property is classified as 45.   
The higher the value the better more information can be found here.
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https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/naturekit
http://maps.biodiversity.vic.gov.au/viewer/?viewer=NatureKit
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/48696/GipP_EVCs_combined.pdf
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0031/82993/3-NaturePrint-Strategic-Biodiversity-Values.pdf


Contrasted with a pre-1750 view in Figure 2. Where the area was a combination of EVC 48: Heathy 
Woodland in the elevated areas and EVC 125: Plains Grassy Wetland dominating.

Ecological Vegetation Class or EVCs are a tool used to classify flora biodiversity with a range of 
common characteristics https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecological_vegetation_class

Figure 2: Map of pre-1750 EVCs from Naturekit - Map Query 65 Riverend Road

4     Biodiversity Master Plan 2020-2025

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ecological_vegetation_class
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/naturekit
http://maps.biodiversity.vic.gov.au/viewer/?viewer=NatureKit


Ecological Vegetation 
Classification 125 - Plains 
Grassy Wetland 
Plains Grassy Wetlands are classified as 
endangered which has a range of definitions 
but essentially means a significant loss often 
less than 10% of the pre-1750 habitat remain.

Extract from Gippsland Plainbioregion -see Appendix 1

Ecological Vegetation Classification 48 - Heathy 
Woodland
Heathy Woodland is classified as least concern with greater than 50% pre-European extent remains 
and subject to little to no degradation over a majority of this area. 
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https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/48696/GipP_EVCs_combined.pdf


Bioregions and EVC benchmarks

Vision of Restoration
Our vision is to ensure that the grounds and 
surrounds of Cornish College reflect our love 
and care for the natural environment, and that 
they enable us to educate for a sustainable 
future with biodiversity and nature as the 
fundamental underpinnings.

This will be achieved when

• All staff and students and stakeholders are 
aware and support the site management 
plan

• Appropriate planting happens at 
appropriate times. Broadly speaking 
planting should occur in Autumn/Winter

• Staff and students can participate in and 
support the biodiversity plan

• Partnerships with the wider community 
flourish as a result of our demonstrable 
care for country

Extract from Gippsland Plainbioregion -see Appendix 1
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https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/bioregions-and-evc-benchmarks
https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0033/48696/GipP_EVCs_combined.pdf


What is biodiversity?
Biodiversity is all components of 
the living world: the number and 
variety of native plants, animals 
and other living things across our 
land, rivers, coast and ocean.

It includes the variety of their 
genetic information, their habitats 
and their relationship to the 
ecosustems within which they live.

Definition from Biodiversity 2037 Summary
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https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0018/51255/Biodiversity-2037-Summary.pdf


Maps of 100 Acres
To help orientate users of the plan the following maps have identified the regions of the campus as  
they currently are used and included is the current Master Plan for how the buildings and facilities are 
to be developed. 

Figure 3: Map of Cornish College and Grounds 2020
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Figure 4: Cornish College Master Plan 

 Biodiversity Master Plan 2020-2025      9



2020
Our plan for 2020 is to survey 
and audit the current state of 
our environment and to engage 
stakeholders with the vision of 
restoration.

Audit and Survey
• Biodiversity audit for 

ResourceSmart Certification

• Nest boxes – numbered off 
and monitored (investigate 
‘nest cam’)

• Monitoring of wildlife on 
the property – reptiles, 
mammals

• Bird surveys – currently 
conducted by a range of 
groups, consolidate findings 
into a central location

• Bee hives – how/who

• Productive garden space

• EcoCentre

• Chooks

• Farm

• Tree Audit

Given the best time to do any 
planting is Autumn/Winter and 
there is a need to ‘Burn off’ to 
destroy current seed bank of 
weeds, the advice we have is to 
hold off substantial plantings 
for at least a year.

2020-2021
Continued engagement with 
stakeholders including, but not 
limited to the following.

• Indigenous Consultation: 
Welcome to Country – What 
might this look like? Would 
it be appropriate to name 
our habitats as Balnarring 
Primary School have  
http://www.balnarringps.
vic.edu.au/balbirooroo-
wetlands/

• Edithvale Wetlands: How 
can we support the work of 
Edithvale Wetlands?  
https://www.edithvale-
seaford-wetlands.org/
wetlands-information.html

• Dandenong Council  
https://greaterdandenong.
com/section/29118/nature-
and-wildlife

• Establishment of habitat 
corridors across the campus 
to link woodlands/wetlands 
across the boundaries

2021-2022
• Develop an integrated 

nature play space between 
ovals near cricket net areas

• Celebrate existing nature 
play spaces
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http://www.balnarringps.vic.edu.au/balbirooroo-wetlands/
http://www.balnarringps.vic.edu.au/balbirooroo-wetlands/
http://www.balnarringps.vic.edu.au/balbirooroo-wetlands/
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https://greaterdandenong.com/section/29118/nature-and-wildlife
https://greaterdandenong.com/section/29118/nature-and-wildlife
https://greaterdandenong.com/section/29118/nature-and-wildlife


2022-2023
• Woodland Focus: Building 

on planting from 2017/18, 
further develop and protect 
the Cornish Woods

2023-2024
• Melaleuca Strip 

Focus: Given many of 
the melaleucas are 
approaching the end of 
their lifespan, there is 
significant work required 
to remove trees that may 
become dangerous or 
identified in the arborsafe 
tree audit report and 
plant replacements. It is 
an opportunity to seek 
TAFE partnerships in the 
conservation and land 
management space

• Extensive work will be 
required in this space

2024/2025
• Permaculture Focus: What 

does permaculture look 
like? How can it feed us and 
heal the planet? 

• This year will be an 
opportunity to evaluate 
our own contribution to 
education for a sustainable 
future
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Appendices
Launched in 2017, Protecting Victoria’s Environment – Biodiversity 2037 presents a long-term vision for 
Victoria’s biodiversity supported by two overarching goals:

• Victorians value nature, and

• Victoria's natural environment is healthy

Victoria Biodiversity Plan 2037

Biodiversity Plan Dandenong Council
 
Resourcesmart Schools
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https://www.environment.vic.gov.au/biodiversity/biodiversity-plan
https://cgdresources.mmgsolutions.net/Resources/Website/SiteDocuments/doc49552.pdf
https://www.sustainability.vic.gov.au/School/Modules 




Bunurong Country 65 Riverend Road, Bangholme, VIC 3175 | Telephone +61 3 9781 9000
www.cornishcollege.vic.edu.au | ABN 39 616 523 730


